Councillor, do you have
a property interest?

Have a personal interest on
an item in today’s agenda?

Yes? Great, take a seat.
We’re open for business.

WHERE do our city councillors stand
on having a perceived conflict of
interest when voting on a
development?
Are we likely to see our councillors
stand up and declare a personal interest
or leave the chamber?
Mayor Tom Tate has brought on this
debate after his Deputy, Donna Gates,
raised a development dispute.
In what she later admitted had been
her most challenging week, Cr Gates
spoke about an email sent to all
councillors suggesting an “unnamed
councillor” at the planning committee
had voted on a development item
despite owning property in the area.
Before full council could tick off on it,
Cr Gates outed herself, explaining her
knowledge of city-wide planning
matters and having to represent the
views of other residents compelled her
to stay in the planning room.
As she now considered leaving the
chamber, the mayor weighed in.

“It has city-wide implications,” Cr
Tate told her. “1 got property all over
the city. We got reports — we have to

look at the new town plan, we're going
to look at the light rail corridor, the
Southport PDA.

“Why I'm speaking up on this
coundllors, I don't want any councillor
to feel . . . bullied into leaving the room.

“My attitude is if somebody out there
is sending emails to all of you and
trying to get you out of the room
because they perceive that you may
have one view or another before the

e even commences = [ think it's a
poor day for d

The mayor asked council chief
executive officer Dale Dickson to
advise Cr Gates.

While she did not have a material
persenal interest or sell interest, there
could be a “confllict of interest”.

“At the end of the day it's a matter of

her judgment, and her judgment alone,”

Mr Dickson said.

The Register of Interests for
councillors shows Cr Gates has a
portfolic limited to a family home, an
investment property and a Westpac
savings account.
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Cr Tate indicated his own plans by
advising Cr Gates not to leaye the
room, telling her; “I urpe think
about it." i
She did and stayed, but gained
salisfaction from being in the Sputl}jcém_
“T've given 100 per cent while doing
this job. Self interest has never been

any motive. 'm entirely offended by the

suggestion,” she said.




