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PETER "l"ﬂ’l..lHE

He won the 2004
clection, despite the
cashed up campalgn
run against him by
Brian Rowe.

Cr Yioung was re-ehec-
ted at the 2008 election
but ahead of the 2012
election announced he
would run for the Gold
Coast Mayoralty.

He was not sudcass-
ful and since then has
established his own
business exporting
products to China.

He admits the fallowt
from the 2004 election
and the CMC inguiry
took a financial and
emational tall,

“There were a lot of
positives that came out
of it, in the sense of
people being mone
aware of probity ssues,
transparency and ac-
countability.” he says,

“But In my opinion
some of the legislative
response were over the
top and very difficult to
work with and that
caused a backlash,”

Mr Young estimates
b spent up to
$10:0,000 defending
himself at the CMC In-
gquiry. He wis not cov-
ered under the
council’s insurance pol-
icy because there was
no allegation of wrong-
doing against him,

=i wasn't entitled to
free legal reprissen:
tation provided by the
council's insurance,” he
saAY'S.

DAWN

CRICHLOW

Despite the develop-
er-funded campaign by
Roxanne Scott, Dawn
Crichlow was returmed
as councillor for South-
port's Division G at the
2004 election. She won
again in 2008 and 2012
but has said this will be
her last term as a coun-
cillor, marking 25 years
in public oiffice.

She believes council
s now in a good place,

=l think the council is
more cohesive, they're
thinking whele-of ity
most of time.

“No, | don’t think the
events of 2008 will
happen again. | think

genuine business peo-
ple are now having a
say about what hap-
pens on the Gold Coast,
nat fiy-by-nighters.”
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)C 10-YEAR ANNIVERSARY

Lobbyists, slush funds and secret candidate meetings
\:{&),13% from a decade ago have changed local politics forever

Council’'s murky

THIS weekend marks the 10th
anniversany of the March 2004
city coumcil election. It was the
dection targeted by a group of
“like-minded” busines people
who contributed to a fund to
bankroll the campaigns of a
bloe of so-called common
sense candidates. The Bulletin's
then coundl reporter, Alice
Gorman, fced denial after de-
nial as she attempled to seek
clarity om just who was funding
the aspiring politicians and
what thiy wanted in returm. Fi-

FOR a supposedly sophisti-
cated stralegy, iInvolving mear-
by 3200000 and some of the
Gold Coast's top developers,
business people and lawyers,
the response to questioning
was surpresingly tl=prepaned.

First there were Uhe outright
denials from seasoned polti-
cians who should have known
better. Thhn::nmhc- s:n::a.snt

°If
nl'rrmm::.' 1 ﬂu}"ﬂ m-_-
about it,” sald one would-be
politician.

Then fmally, three days be-
fore the 2004 Gold Coast City
Council election, common
sense prevailed

Developer, the late Brian
Bay, laid it all out nkoe and sim-
pl-:phr:a:aum the question: why

the secrecy?

.-\ group of developers and
business people had contribut-
ed money bo a “concept”,

Among those approached
were Brian Ray, Sohedl Abedi-
an, John Fish, Bill Roche, Gra-
ham Ingies, Col Dution, Con
Mikiforides, David Devine and
Brent Hailey.

They were told the funds
would support the campaign’s
“sensible” council candidates
s0 a5 to help overcome the
“dyvsiunctional, illogical devi-
shoqs being made by counel”,

“We're nol responsible for
any of the campakzn,” Ray told
me “We smply believe if a
mare coherent oulcome can be
achieved for the membership
of that coundil, it will be in the
interest of the city,

“The issue was really about
trying to establish a cascus-

LIONEL

BURDEN

Eco Energy Group manag-
ing director, which according
to the website s bed by a high-
Iy skilled management and
technical team, bo deliver inte-
grated retrofit solutions to re-
cluce enengy.

nally in the dying days of the
campaign l:h'ﬂ:‘l-ﬂ]ﬂf thie late
Brian Ray revealed who was
involved. What followsd were
denfals, backflips and accusa-
tions of a biased media. The
events led bo an inguiry by the
Crimte and Misconduct Com-

Today Allee Gorman and
Andrew Polls look back a
what happened, who was in-
volved and what impact the
CMC inquiry had on the Gold
Coast City Coamil

style of council 5o there could
be some discussions aboul is-
sues on a colbegiate basis, prior
to a dectsion being made.”

Mothing illegal about that.
S0 why not tell volers sooner?

As the Bulletin's council re-
peivrter at the time 1 spent long
kours on the phone, trying (o
get some clarity on what. wis
happening. It was clear from
the quality of the dection ma-
temals being Groulated by cor-
tain candidates that someone
was bankrolling them.

Rumours were rife, but it
wis hard to decipher fact from
fction. The city's elected rep-
resentativis were doing their
best to obfuscate.

The lead-up to the 2004
election had all the hallmarks
of a dassic quirky and crazy
Gold Coast Council event.

Mayor Gary Baildon, a
solid, sensible man, was under
attack from cashed-up former
Ohympian Ron Clarke, who
wis spending his relirement
fund in an attempt o pet his
hands on the mayoral chains.
Then there was Dean Vegas,
the Elwis impersonator. What
he lacked in knowledge about
hecal povernment he made up
for in razde darde.

Then, of course, there was
the wsal eity coundcil ciroe:
the two warring factions. On
one side the self-nighteous
mob, ked by the dty's then
planning boss David Power.
Suave, polished but ever 50 5ar-
castic, he denied having any
invohrement in a “tcket”™.

Yes, he and fellow planning
boss, the late Sue Robbins, had
been asked to provide advice to
candidates and, yes, they gave
it, iz bBegrudginghy told me

DAVID POWER

Eco Energy Group devel-
opment director. According
to the Eco Energy website,
David is a business strate-
gist and managemaent
specialist with mone than 25
years of senlor manage-
ment experienos, iIncluding
as managing partner of a

“What they have done from
there is their own business,” he
said "1 can’t remember the last
tinne I spoke Lo Erian. He asked
mie my opinien aboul  how
coundcil was funclioning My
opinion was it's not function-
ing properly.”

Docurnents uncovered dur-
ing the CMC Inguiry discov-
erdd in fact Power was a key
instigator in the Campaign for
Commion Sense.

The CMC report  found
Powrer had approached most of
the developers to contribute
funds. From the devebopers'
polnt of view when the city
councl planning  boss  ap-
proaches wou for a contri-
bution it's a tough position.

The primary target of the
campalgn was council’s out-
spoken outcasts; the so-called
troublemakers.

Crs Dawn Crichlow, Peter
Young and Eddy Sarroff.

Their “sensible”™ colleagues
accused them of saying any-
thing that pot them some

strategic planning finm.

His own website lists his
time as CEOD at Myst Lawyers
and director at Power Stra-
tegic, but falls to mention
the many years he spent
representing the public at
the Gold Coast City Councll.

GRANT PFORR

P

media attention and of not oe-
ing the coundl line

From whene | was sitting, in
ihe media gallery, they werse
guite often the amusing voice
of rexson A very necessary
volce of dissension, always
ready bo question the motives
of fellow councillors and the
council administration.

The candidates who profited
from the Common Sense Fund
were Grant Plomr, Roxanne
Scolt, Greg Betts and Brian
R, Cancidate Rob Molhoek
wis imvitad to be involved but at
the timee said he dedined the
affier of campaign funding.

He won his place i counal
di=pite this and in 200 wenl
on o win the date seal of
Southport.

Brian Fowe was the former
saink stephens College prindi-
pal and ran a 540000-ples
campaign against Power's ar-
chrival, Cr Peter Young
Rowe’s campalgn featured at
least four mailouts, incheding a
high-quality  video. When

b
Ay

rﬁi .-'.‘?éh

Mr Plar's (above) per-
sonal website labels him a
“man of action®™ and in-

questioned by the Bulletin prios
to the election, Rowe claimed
most of his funds came from
family and friends and yes,
some came from a trust fond
bt he wasnt aware who had
contributed to it

That a community leader
would open himeelf to influ-
ence from unknown financial
backers beggared belief.

I hawve money from a tnest
fund but I'm unsure who's
made contributions to any of
that,” he todd mee.

“(My manager) cant release
names because he has lo go
back to them and sk if they
mind, because of the privacy
Jlaws. 1 have enough trouble
being a candidate, bet ablone
worrying about funding”

During our phoné conver-
sation, two days out from the
election, Brian Ray narmed Li-
ol Bardon as the man behind
the idea to fund a “boc of can-
didates”. Yet when | rang the
then director of the mow de-
funct [nnovation Showease he

coming chair of the Coom-
era Watersports Club,

He stood for the Palmer
United Part in the seat of
Moncrbef! at last year's Fed-
eral election,

ERIAN ROWE

Brian Rowe has returned
to his career in education.

(ERITLEIMA - Vi
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NEWS 31

Key players of the tne Included (from feft) Brian Ray, counclior David Power and Coast Oty Councll councllors (et to right) Sue

told me he hadn't spoken to
Ray for "ai least four vears®,

1 erods my heart, - P'm tell-
ing youn the truth,” Bardon sakd.

*I have heard there ane peo-
ple who have put money up.”

Confused, 1 called Ray
again to clanify.

“Lionel Barden was, as |
understond i, the face of the
campaign. I'm surprised he's
told you that,” be sadd.

Bardon, like Cr Power, was
sticking to his strategy of deny,
deny, deny.

It made me even mone sus-
picious, And with good reason,
In the aftermath of the election
it was revealed that candsdales
receivied  cheques from  law
firm Hickey Lawyers, drawn
from an acoount entitled the
Lionel Barden Trust Fund.

| knew that Bardon and
Powier wene fniends. In fact the
palr continue to work together
in Bardon’s new company Eco
Energy Group Lic.

Bardon is hsted a2 the man-
aging director of the company

Brian's Linked In profile
shows he has been a teach-
er at The Southport School
since January 2006, He was
the foundation headmaster
at Saint Stephen's College
between 1995 and 2003,

TOM TATE

The incumbent Mayor

W< CONED1IGIMA

which, according to its website,
features "an extremely strong
group of professionals™,

Power 5 the development
director, a “business strategist
and management specialist
with more than 25 vears® sen-
FOr Management expiricnce”,

Yet go to Power's website,
davidpower.brandyour-
sellcom, and there's no men-
tion of the many years he spent
a5 a Gold Coast City Coungil-
lor and deputy mayor of Aus-
tralia’s sixth-largest city.

Then again things didn’t go
so well for Power towand the
end of his political career. His
reputation was tarished by the
CMC ingquiry and then in 2012,
when he was making a pitch for
the city’s mayoralty, two of his
formeer ames wend public and
labelled him a bove rat for see-
ing them al thee same time,

What's the saying? You play
with fire ..

S0 on March 27, 2004, Gold
Coast vobers wene forosd to go
¢ the polls with only hall the

was listed in the Indepen-
dence, Influence and Integ-
rity in Local Government
report as a major player in
the saga in his role as the
Surfers Paradise Chamber
af Commerce president.
Howewver, Cr Tate is only
briefly mentioned in the re-
port as having attended a

story, They knew vaguely that
some money had been contrib-
uted to fund hand-picked can-
didates. Bul no one was clear
on who paid the money and
what they expected in retumm.

The aftitisde of those in-
volved seemied to be “This is
for your benefit, it will all be
QKT But it wasnt OE.

The funding push had
mixed results. Grant Por,
who it now the Palmer United
Party's candidate for Mon-
criefT, and Greg Betts were suc-
cessful  Betts remains  as
councillor for Division 12 and
admits e was naive in 2004,

"Looking back with a dec-
ade’s  hindsight 1 probably
wiild have done things differ-
ently,” he said. "Nothing we
did was wrong, bul there was
the perception Lhal it was.

It set us back several vears
e all the tme and eon-
ey we oould have spent
working for the city was
irdtead wastid on the CMC

“It’s funny, my first meeting

mieeting at his lslander Re-
sort en November 13, 2003,
alongside fellow chamber
president lan Solomon and
Brian Rowe's Campalgn
manager, John Lang.

He was not involved in
the resulting investigation,

TEDSHEPHERD

a5 a councillor was, in fact, the
first meeting we had in the cur-
rent chambers at  Evandale
which was exciting, especially
given there wene protesters
with placards om day one”

Fowe and Scott were un-
successiul in their election bid.

Ron Clarke, who ran his
oW separate race, beat inoum-
bent Balldon and the new
coundl had the makings of a
journalist’s dream and a resi-
dent's nightriane

And finally on Aprl 15 Cr
Power, who had been re-elec-
ted to his northern Gold Coast
aeat, agreed 1o come clean.

He admitted to the Bullehin
he had been involved in ore-
ating the power bloc, to stop
the city from being overtaken
by “extremist green groups”,

He said that he decided in
October 2003 to help a busi-
nets sector-backed push o
contmol the council.

“I was warned back in Octo-
ber what was happening. I
was=n 't until then that | decided

The three-term Division

9 councillor (above) is list-
ed in Independence, influ-
ence and Integrity in Local

WHO GAVE MONEY

® Con Nikiforides of Blue Sky Caphtal: $10,000

® Dravid Diwine, Daevine Lid: S100000

@ John Fish, Fish Group: 310,000 to the Lionel Barden Trust
Fund, 310,000 to Grant PFlorr and 52400010 Erian Rowe

® Tony Hickey as power of attorney to Great Southern
GMBH: 510,000 :

& Gracme Ingles, Ingles Group: $10,000

® Gregory Phillips, Phillips Group: $30,000

® James Raplis, Rapa

@ The Bay Group: $10,000

® William Roche, Roche Group: 500,000

® Col Dutton, Stockland: $10,000

® Philip Sullivan, City Pacific: $10,000

® Sunland Group: 310,000 to the Lione] Barden Trust Fund and
ancther 37700 directly to Quadrant Advertising

& Villa World Ltd: $10.000

ic $10,000

to make myself freely available
to givie advice, | knew that a sit-
ting councillor was Irving lo
gt somednd bo nin against me.
I was also aware that organis-
ations such as Gecko and a few
others were actively forming a
nietwork lo try and gel a8 many
candidates up as possible,

“The coumcil shouldnt be
about pro-green or pro-devel-
opment, it shoold be about
pro-balance”

When | askied whiy he dicdn
go public before the dlection he
saick "It would have seemied
like | was running of managing
their campaigns and clearly
none of us were” he said
“They were running thelr own
campaigns on bocal issues”

“Because some people |1
have spoken to did not end up
laking any support or acoess-
ing the services that wene
available. You would be

amazed at the breadth of
plrﬂhudﬂnntﬁj TTRRIREY. ey

In 2006, CMC Chalrman
Robert Needham bed an -
quiry into the activitbes sur-
rounding the 2004 Gold Coast
City Coundil election.

He was asked to investigate
any alleped official misconduct
relating to

# False or misleading state-
mvenls of candidates.

# Electoral bribery,

# Returns about election
gifts.

o Dodanng and dealing
with confllicts of inkerest or ma-
terial personal interests.

» Misleading voters,

In bz final report. Indepen-
dence, Influence and Integrity
in Local Government, Need-
ham wrote “In the commis-
sion's view, what happened in
this malter could not legiti-
mately be categorised as an or-
dinary political process unles
the Crold Coast is bo be treated
as anoiher country, whene the
ordinary  nesponabilites  of
pubdic life and obligations bo
thi law that bind the rest of
Creensland do not apply.

“Those who hold public of-
fice there are not above the
law, nor can thelr actions be

Government as having
played a part In the selec-
tion of candidates who
were avoentually chosen to
recieive financlal support
during the election,

“That was a difflcult elec-
tion becawse thens was a lot
of innuendo Moating
around,” he sald, "The dos-

measuned by a yvardstick cut
down to take account of the
fact they live on “the Coast’

“Thetre were oocasions dur-
ing this inguiry when an ondi-
niiry. observer could hive bien
forgiven for thinking they had
fallen through a hale, not just
inko a foreign country but infoa
Wonderland  where all the
wiual notions of reasonablencss
and honesty were reversed

“This report defails many
instances of false or misleading
staterments  made by candi-
dates duning the eledion pro-
o, and alio highlights the
Iz than frank evidence from
some witnesses who attempted
b explain away words attribut-
od tothem in the media and in
emails and other documents,

“Owverall, the evidenoe given
by some councillors a1 the
inquiry, and their conduct out-
siche the inquiry, has ereated an
m;E*m n they are entirely
LUWIHINE T0 SCCepl responis
bility for either their actions
of their words.

“Thiry' have shown o worry-
ing lack of insight into how
their actions might be per-
ceived by the general public
and an &ven mong Worrying
mindset that the only remaedial
action necessary in this matter
is punitive action against Lhose
wiho have made complaints.”

He comcluded by saying the
Gold Coast is not a foreign
land, nor is it a Wonderiand. [t
is part of Cueensland and its
citioens ane entitled to hold
their elected officials to the
s standands of conduct that
apply to othér parts of the state.

“This report makes meoom-
mendations for changes that
might assit the prooess.

"But unbess elected offi-
cials and public officers are
willing to take a healthy atti-
tude towards compliance ob-
ligations, rather than leoking
for loopholes to avoid them,
legislation will do little to
change the present public
perceplicn that private inter-
ests are being placed above
public duly on a régular batis
on the Gold Coast.”

sier given the government
weas inaccurate, leading to

misinformation being put

out there.”

He becarme city planning

boss but was deleated at
his bid for re-election in
2012, He now operates a
mabile coffee business in
Mudgesraba,



